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CONVERSIONS. 

In our last Number we published the Narrative of 
the conversion of Stephen Popohe, a nati¥e of Ota- 
heite, from the darkness of Paganism to the dark- 
ness of modern pretended Christianity. The fol- 
lowing is an account of the deliverance, from the 
kingdom of darkness of pretended Christianity, and 
translation into the kingdom of God’s dear Son, 
which is light, of a citizen of New-York, who is 
known to many. Let him that readeth under- 
stand. 

rO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Fitz—Having been solicited to give a briet 
sketch of my former belief, and the cause of my re- 
linquishing it and embracing Universalism, and be- 
lieving that it may be satisfactory and beneficial to 
some who may peruse it, I feel it my duty to com- 
ply with the request. 

{ was formerly a member of a Presbyterian church, 
and then believed that God the Creator of all things, 
before the foundation of the world, chose or elected 
a certain number of mankind in Christ, to be re- 
deemed by him, who would come to the kuowledge 
of the truth while in the body, and be rendered per- 
fectly happy beyond the grave; and that he passed 
by the residue and ordained them to endless wretch- 
edness for their sins, to the praise of his justice. 
The only seasons when I had reason to believe I 
was one of the elect, were, when I hated my sins, 
relied on Christ for salvation, endeavoured to 
obey the commandinents of God, and loved him su- 
premely ; whenever I failed in either of these re- 
spects, | doubted my election, and feared I should 
go to hell. I, however, was comforted by my 
teachers, who told me it was a good sign to doubt 
sometimes, and a bad one to be always confident. 

I did not have the peace of mind I now have, for 
agood reason, because then my feelings, which 
were as changeable as the wind, were the foundation 
of my hope; but now, the word of God. I was 
much opposed to Universalism, so much so, that I 
was unwilling to read a book that contained the 
doctrine, or have one in my house. I was persuaded 
to hear Mr Mitchell, twice, but conceived his doc- 
tine to be inconsistent. I frequently conversed 
with Universalists, but still thought I was correct. 
Tat length heard of a debating society of Univer- 
salists, who met once a week for the investigation 
of gospel truth, and was informed that some indi- 
viduals of other denominations met there to oppose 
them. Itherefore went to hear them, in order to 


get some new ideas and be enabled with more ease 
te eonfute the Universalists. But I was disap- 


pointed; for instead of having my former faith 
strengthened, it became weaker, in consequence of 
being convinced that the parable of the sheep and 
the goats, in Matt. xxv. (which IT once believed to 
be a strong evidence in favour of a judgment after 
death, when Christ would separate believers from 
again.) alluded to the 
time when the Romans besieged Jerusalem, and 


unbelievers never to meet 


destroyed it with its temple; when the righteous, 
or believers, fled to the mounfains, according to the 
command of Christ, and were separated from those 
who perished and were taken captive. 

In the first place, I could not believe that the 
righteous there spoken of, would go to heaven for 
performing good works, and the unbelievers vo to 
hell because they did not feed the hungry, clothe 
the naked, &c.; because | was persuaded, that 
“faith was the gift of God.” That mankind were 
saved by grace; “not by works, lest any man 
should boast.” Eph. ii. 8, 9. 

In the second place, | observed this parable was 
part of Christ’s answer to the question his disciples 
put to him, in the first part of chap. xxiv. “Tell us, 
when shall these things be, and what shall be the 
sign of their coming, and of the end of the world 2” 
He told them what would be the stens, and said, in 
verse 34, of this chapter, that all the things he had 
spoken should be fulfilled before that generation 
passed away. 

Aad in the third place, the parable alluded to 
commences with the words,“ When the Son of 
man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels 
with him.” Inorder to ascertain when he did come, 
I was referred to the words of Christ, Matt. xvi. 
27, 28. “ For the Son ef man shall come in the 
glory of his Father, with his angels, and then he 
shal! reward every man according to his works. 
Verily I say unto you, there be some sfanding here 
which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son 
of man coming in his kingdom.” And was, by the 
same, persuaded that Christ came in the glory of 
his Father, with his angels, while some of those were 
living to whom he spake. 

I observed that several passages which alluded 
to the same event, failed to support the heart 
rending doctrine of endless misery ; and was there- 
fore obliged to relinquish my former belief in part 5 
and in consequence of attending that Society, hear- 
ing Mr. Mitchell preach, perusing the word of God, 
to see whether the things I heard were Seriptural, 
I am enabled, thanks be given to my Maker, to re- 
joice in the Gospel He preached unto Abraham, say- 
ing, “ In thy seed (Christ, Gal. iii. 16.) shall all the 





nations of the earth be blessed.” (Gen. xxii. 18.) 
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Blessed in his love, which was manifested by send- 


ing his Son, the promised seed, into the world, not 
to condemn the world, but that the world through 
him might be saved. John iii. 17. 
STEPHEN VAN SCHAACK. 
New-York, Feb. 22, 1823. 
—_— 
* ANTILUNIVERSALISM.” 
(Concluded from p. 326.) 

Il. 
reader, that there were 
The Bible 


frequently 


PART 


Do vou not believe, dear 


at! places as Sodom and Gomorrah. 


and reference is 


there were: 


by our Saviour and his apostles to their des- 


tel us 
me 
truciion. Josephus believed it, and relates several 
things that he had seen himself: and travellers of 
later times tell many extraordinary circumstances 
in confirmation of the account given in the Bible. 
The cities of the plain, which is now covered with 
the waters of the dead or salt sea, had become ex- 
ceedingly wicked, so that there could not be found 
even ten righteous in the place ; and that God sent 
his angel to destroy them. But when they revealed 
their errand to Lot, and he to the people, they did 
Don't you think they were Uni- 


And when Lot urged the danger with 


not believe him. 
versalists 2 
anxious solicitude, just as Christians do now, hi 
seemed as one that mocked, just as Christians do 
now ; and it was because they were all Universal- 
ists, and did not believe that God would destroy 
But the judgments of God are sure, 
And the Lord 
rained upon Sodom and Gomorrah, brimstone and 
And they all 


ascended to heaven in a chariot of fire and brim- 


the place. 
though his mercy endureth for ever. 
fire from the Lord out of heaven! 
stone! But poor Lot was obliged to fice to the lit- 
tle city for his life. 
been vexed into all the abominations of the place, 
But, 


poor man, because he was the only righteous one to 


If his righteous soul had only 
he might have gone to heaven with the rest. 


be found in the cies of the plain, he was doomed 
to be shut out of heaven, for some time at least. I 
wish you would think of these things, friend, and 
may God help you to believe the TRUTH. 
REMARKS. 

“ Facts,” says the adage, “ are stubborn things. 
Mr. T. has miserably trifled with the subject, and 
sought refuge in pitiful subterfuges, and puerile 


” 


evasions. His argument (if such wretched stuff can 
be called argument,) is the following—Righteous 
Lot and his daughters, were obliged to flee, and re- 
main in this miserable world, because they were 
righteous ; but the wicked, because they were wick- 
ed, were taken right up to heaven. And it was be- 
cause they were Universalists, &c. Reader, shall 
this be palmed upon you for Universalism ? Uni- 
versalism teaches the doctrine of the Scriptures. 
They inform us, that the wickedness of ian was the 
cause why God destroyed him from the earth. Sin 
produces misery. God, in mercy, removed these 
miserable sinners from the scene of their sin and 
suffering. Did he “ write his law in their hearts, 
blot out their sins as a cloud, forget their transgres- 
sions,” and receive them toheaven? If God did 


this, it was both an evidence of tus hatred of sir, 


love to the poor sinner. Reader, remember +, 


forgiving the criminal, and approving the erin. 
are two things! 

But righteous Lot, and his righteous dauecht 
Let Aw 
with fine spun theories, aud wretched expedi 


what became of thems tacts speah. 
Wile the heavens were red with the conflas 
of the cities of the plains, Lot was drunken, and pis 
daughters crimsoned with tneest!!! 

A greater abomination never stained the 
of Sodom’s wickedness, or Gomorrah’s ci) 
And thisyavhen the embers of Sodom wei 
and the finger of Heaven pointing to the bea 
warn mankind! Is it possible that men can be to 
who, with this testimony proving the imperfection 
of man, will cater for his holiness! Shame on su 

But Lot's daughters thought there were no pe 
ple m the world, only their father and themseiyes 
An excellent excuse. Where was Zoar, the ¢) 
which Lot and his daughters left, when they asce: 
ed the mountain? [tis possible, in the charity of 
some, we shall be damned, for not saying that Lor’ 
daugiters were ignorant of the existence of a ci 
which they had beth seen and resided in! Poor 0) 
Lot. 
cave with his two daughters.” (Gen. xix. 30.) Had 
lie been gifted with prescience, we think he would 
have feared the cave alse! 


that Lot and his daughters were not so holy, that t 


“ He feared to dwell in Zoar: and dwelt ina 


Now our conclusien is, 


charge of injustice can be predicated against Go 
on the fact of taking the inhabitants of Sodom: 


The 
ii 


heaven, and leaving these holy persons to live a 
tle while longer in this miserable world. 

This is a terrible world.—The pious folks all wa 
to getoutofit. They give evidence of this. Wi 
sickness assails them, they, not wishing to conti: 
here, as poor Lot was obliged to do, when his » 
ed neighbours “ ascended to heaven in a@ chariol « 
fire and brimstone,” rejoice, and bail the mortal » 
sehger as their friend. Not so. The doctor is sux 
moned, prayers and physic, those powertul prolon 
ers of human life, are quickly called to aid tl 





| heaven-longing man, and, Lot-like, find som 
/mountain-cave, or city of Zoar, to screen them trou 
their boasted heaven. All their concern is, * TO BE 
SHUT OUT OF HEAVEN, FOR SOME TiME 
AT LEAST!!! This heaven they talk so much 
about, and which they think is too goed for thei 
neighbours, they wish te keep clear of themselves 
If they go, they go unwillingly, and prove, by test 
mony far superior to Mr. 'T.’s, that if they enjoy 
this miserable world, those may have heaven whe 
have no other alternative. 

A word to Mr. T. and we close. We recom 
mend to this gentleman to learn our doctrine, ane 
examine his own. To quote Scripture correctly, 
and never attempt to palm upon others, that, which 
he does not believe himself. 

—<=>—_ 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Editor, Sir-—In conversation with a person 0! 
the Methodist persuasion a few days since, on the 
subject of free will, or free agency, be remarked, 














that mankind damned themselves eternally, or in other 
words, were doomed to hell fire eternally, on ac- 
count of their own evil deeds. I then asked him, 
{f mankind could save themselves, by their own good 
deeds, and merit eternal salvation by the same ?7— 
He answered, Certainly, without a doubt. 

Now, if mankind can either damn, or save them- 
selves, by their own bad, or good deeds, wherefore 
the necessity of Christ’s dying for them? For, ad- 
mitting such a view of the subject to le correct, it 
would evidently prove, he neither died for the one o1 
the other; for the bad must go to hell of course. 
ind the good, will be saved by their own good 
deeds. Now, | should like to know what merit 
Christ has in the matter ef their eternal salvation, 
though the Scriptures inform us he died for ail 
nankind. He then told me, if mankind abuse the 
ree will, or free agency, granted to them, they 
must suffer eternal hell fire, and that Christ never 
died to save them, although he died to save sinners 
wecording to Scripture. 

I then told bin, if mankind saved themselves, 
and gained eternal salvation by their own good 
works, and a proper use of the free will granted to 
them, then, Jesus Christ did not die for them, they 
saved themselves: so the resuit of all is, he neither 
died for the one, or the other. 

On being asked, whether, if he had it in his power, 
he would be willing to save all mankind? He an- 
swered, he did not think he would, although we are 
told to do as we would be done by, to pray for all 
men, to do good to them that evil entreat you, to 
judge not least ye be jucged. With how much sin- 
cerity can such a persor raise his hands to Heaven, 
and repeat our Lord’s prayer, * Forgive us our tres- 
passes as we forgive these who wespass against us!” 
O rempora! O mores! 

By inserting the above in the Herald, you will 
oblige «2 Subscriber. 

—<j>— 


From the (Canandaigua) Plain Truth. 


ELEGANT EXTRACTS FROM THE RE- 
LIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 


Page 14. “ Thousands and tens of thousands are 
maually perishing in their sins within the limits of 
the United States, because there are none to preach 
to them the words of eternal life.” President 
Moore's Letter from Williams College. [If this be 
true, what are we to think of those priests who have 
turned their backs upon then poor countrymen, and 
leit them in their sins and in their blood. If this be 
true, the soul of every American that is lost will be 
a swift witness against them at the day of judgment ; 
his blood will be required at their hands! If this be 
true, then those missionaries that have deserted thei: 
dying countrymen in their utmost need, and gone to 
aforeign shore, “ deserve a double punishment from 
God and man.”} 

Page 55. “Satan's legions fight and tremble, 
but we [the missionaries,] have not yet been devour- 
ed by the prowling monsters.” [This has all the 
requisites of modern poetry. It is sublime, terrible, 
and unintelligible.) 
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Page 58. “Should the heathen, now perishing 
tor lack of vision, challenge us in eternity, and say, 
‘These devouring flanes which consume us, these 
ponderous chains with which we are loaded down, 
this dark and horrible abyss we might have avoided 
through a more noble zeal of American Christians, 
we coul! not plead guiltless.” Rev. Mr. Somer’s 
Speech to the Bible Society in New-York. {What 
kind of a god dues Mr. Somers worship? He must 
he very different fromthe TRUE Gop mentioned in 
Scripture, who “ rewards every man according to 
his works.” If Mr. Somers’ god punishes the 
heathen with “chains, flames and darkness,” for 
not believing what they have never heard, he must 
exceed the very devil in malignity.] 

Page 64. “An aged man in Pittstown, N. Y. 
while spading up the ground in a missionary gar- 
den, duzup a silver dollar. He can give no accornt 
how it came there, having cleared the land himself. 
But he devoted it to the Lord, &e.” [gave it to the 
priests. This isa real Calvinistic miracle. ‘The 
money was probably lett there by old Admiral 
Noah, it having been part of his prize money taken 
from French privateers, and Spanish galeons !] 

Page 219. “The adversary of souls, and the ad- 
versaries of revivals have united their strength 
against the Rev. Mr. Nettleton; but their malice 
nor their slander cannot harm him—nor can the 
gates of hell, although faithfully guarded by Uni- 
versalists, prevail, &c.” [Behold the patience of 
the saints! Ifthe devil stations the Universalists 
without the gates of hell, where does he stow the 
poor Calvinists ?] 

Page 220. “A large proportion of this exten- 
sive tract of country [Georgia,] is literally a moral 
waste. Vice and infidelity abound without any 
countervailing influence to impede their growth, or 
arrest their progress. A large part of our territory 
is a missionary field.” Report of the Georgia Pres- 
bytery. [lask for the 999th time, and would to 
Heaven there could be an answer, why not employ 
American missionaries in Georgia, instead of send- 
ing them to British India? Is not Georgia one of 
the “ good old thirteen United States?” Are not 
the Georgians our brethren—and did not they con- 
tend manfully for the attainment of our independ- 
ence? The venerable shade of General Greene 
can answer these questions. } 

Page 224. “ Will you, my young friend, accept 
of $1 as a very small testimony of the interest I 
have for you. This trifle I have saved by deny- 
ing myself the use of gloves. This from a lady 
who wears not gloves In the summer season.” 
-4n old Maid’s letier to a beneficiary. {'This lady is 
probably the same ove that begged a button of a 
British navy officer at Haruord in 1819, at the 
Peace Ball.] 

Page 240. “In Sweden 400,000 families were 
found destitute of Bibles. It will require 36 years 
to provide every Christian family with the Sctrip- 
tures; and without greatly mcreased exertion, and 
extended resources, it will require nore than 664 
vears to place one copy of the sacred volume in ev- 
ery family upon earth.” [400,000 destitute families 
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in Protestant Sweden! That’s news indeed. Sup- 
posing each family to contain 8 persons, here are 
3,200,000 souls destitute of the bread of life; and a 
very long lived, intelligent, and reading people too. 
The Swedish people are far superior in knowledge 
ly for this * mis- 


to those of England. Unfortunat: 


sionary arithmetic,’ there are but three millions of 


people in Sweden—so zealots have found 


our 
200,000 destitute people, who have no existence ex- 
“ pe in their own poet il imag itions. ] 

Page 251. 


own metropolis { London, ]} is notorious, but it ceases 


“The profligacy of St. Giles in our 
to be matter of astonishment, when it is known that 
in that part of the parish called the “ Holy Land,” 
ont of 1148 families, only 46, upon a recent investi- 
gation, were found in possession of the Scriptures ; 
1860 adults, 1454 were unable to read. 
Proceedings of the London Bible Society. [The 


above is a very flattering picture of London, the 


and out of 


centre of Protestant Christendom. Seven-ninths 
of the people of “ Holy Land,” ignorant of letters, 
and only one family in twenty-five furnished with 
Bibles. 
not inthe streets of Pekin—lest Musselinen rejoice, 
lest Pagans triumph.] 

Page 255. “ Perhaps Yale is excelled by some 
other Colleges in all that regards mere literature ; 


Tell it not in Constantinople, publish i 


but in respect to science, it is probably superior to 
{This writes 
is better qualified to peddle wooden nutmegs, than to 


any other institution in our country.” 


sit in judgment upon Colleges. He has probably 
been in the habit of calling Cambridge University 
* Satan’s College,”—a very common charitable ex- 
pression among the orthodox clergy.] 

Page 257. “The truth is that the miracles of 
Christianity are nothing, are mere common-place 
occurrences, compared with the miracles recorded 
Tell them that 
Jesus Christ walked on the sea, and they will answer 


in the sacred books of the Hindoos. 
that Vishnoo drank a sea dry! In short, the most 
wonderful events recorded in the Bible make no 
impression upon them.” Winslow and Spauldings’ 
Journal in Ceylon. [Why do nof Messrs. W. and S. 
They are 


no doubt as honest, though not sc cunning as father 


try to work some miracles themselves ? 


Xavier. That our countrymen should support them 
there is a standing miracle, which beats those of 
Xavier all hollow.] 

Page 515. “The retail price of all the English 
copies of Scott’s Famiiy Bible, amounts to the sum 
of £67,600, ($500,144,) that of the American copies 
to £132,500, ($587.41 2.”) (We have been hoared 
on a larger scale than the English by this work. I 
knew a poor man with a family of eight children, 
he was destitute of a cow—but had paid $31 for this 
Calvinistic Bible. 
orthodox calender.] 

Page 351. 
preached. 


Scott will soon be a saint in the 


“ By means of the poor the gospel is 
For it is to the contributions of the poor 
that these societies chiefly look, and for years have 
not looked in vain. Subscriptions of one penny 
a-week are the chief stay of religious exertions all 
the world over. One penny a-week from each 


family may edify many a soul.” [This is a precious 





say that they 
This speaks for itself, an 
These 


in this respect resemble the 


confession. Our mendicant clergy 
live upon the poor, dean 
beggars in broad: loth 
lice, (pediculus vest 
mentorum et capitis,) for they live upon the bloog 


require no comment. 


and sweat of the poor.) 
Same page. “ A Tunisian Jew of rank has lately 

declared himself a convert to Christianity. il. 

vinism. How much money does Mordecai make by 

his conversion? One ‘converted Jew’ travelled 

through the country singing for money.) 

“Ou ae 


increased, on account of the number of students 


Intelligencer for Nov. 1821. Wants 
(two-thirds of which receive charity,) far beyon@ 
our income. We have no present means of assist- 
ing but about half of the indigent students, [ther 
are more calves than teats!] and have been able | 
do it thus far only by casting ourselves on public 
Professor Stewart’s Sermon at the Ne, 
[The public are no doubt willing to pa 


charity.” 
College. 
for “ heating the poker.”} 
_ — 
[Tract No. 124.] 

ADDRESS TO THE SABBATH-BREAKEK, 

My friend, why do you profane the Sabbath, and 
He has eo) 


manded you to remember the Sabbath day, to k 


expose yourself to the wrath of God # 
it holy. But you are breaking his command, a 
ineurring his indignation. He has such an abl 
rence of this sin, that he commanded his anc: 
people to put to death the person that’ should 
cuilty of it: “ Ye shall keep the Sabbath therefor 
for it is holy unto vou: every one that defileth 
shall surely be put to death: for whosoever doe 
any work therein, that soul shall be cut off frou 
among his people. Six days may work be d: 
but the seventh 1s the Sabbath of rest; holy tot! 
Lord. Whosoever doeth any work on the Sabbut 
day, he shail surely be put to death.” Exod. xy 
14, 15. 

And in obedience to th: command of God, when 
a man was found breaking the Sabbath, “allt 
congregation brought him without the camp, aud 


This was! 


more than he deserved for disobeying God. 


stoned him with stones, and he died.” 


the sin of disobeying God is as great now as it Wa 
then. 
his people to put Sabbath-breakers to death, yet be 


And although God does not, now, requir 


often puts them to death himself, while in the acto! 
transgression. .4nd no man can profane the Sa’- 
bath, without being exposed tu sudden death. 

In a town ‘in Connecticut, a man and _ his com- 
panions, on the Sabbath, went out in a boat for the 
purpose of fishing ; but soon the boat upset, and two 
of them were hurried into eternity. 

A number of persons appointed a certain Sabbath 
as atime to play at foot-ball ; and while two of them 
were tolling a bell, to call the company together, 
they were struck with lightning, and both died. 

A certain man was accustomed to go on the 
bath to another part of the town, to purchase mest. 
He was often admonished of the guilt and danger 0! 
this practice. But he would not desist. from it. 
And as he was returning with his load of meat, 0® 


Sab- 
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Sabbath morning, he fell down in the street and 
died. 

A number of young men went out, on the Sab- 
bath, to a certain forest, and cut down a small tree, 
for a May-pole. And while they were bringing it 
home upon a cart, one of the wheels suddenly went 
jown a low place, and the pole struck one of the 
young men upon his head, and killed him upon the 
spot. And there he lay a fearful spectacle of the 
wrath of God, against those who profane the Sab- 
bath. 

{ young man, in the state of Connecticut, went 

vii after publie worshtp on the Sabbath, to a pond, 

i: the purpose of bathing. His parents supposed 
that he wasin his chamber, engaged in reading; 
md they knew not his danger, tll a messenger ar- 
rived and informed them that he was drowned. 

A young lady in the state of New-York@agreed 
with her associates to meet on the Sabbath for a 
party of pleasure. When the day arrived, she 
mounted her horse to join her companions. But 
she had not proceeded far, when she was thrown 
from ker horse. Although she was pot materially 
injured, yet conscience in some measure awoke, 
und she knew that she was doing wrong. She ob- 
served to her friends that she would never again visit 
eon the Sabbath; and that she would then return, 
were it not for disappointing her eompanions. She 
therefore proceeded, but was soon thrown from the 
horse again, and so severely injwed that she shortly 
after died. 

A man in Vermont took up a carpenter’s tool on 
the Sabbath, for the purpose of doing some unne- 
cessary business, and in using it he gave himself a 
wound which soon ended his days, and sent him to 
the tribunal of his final Judge. 

A man at New-Orleans set out on a Sabbath 
morning to cross a river on some worldly business. 
Ashe could find no boat but one which was fastened 
toa tree by a lock, he attempted to get that. Some 
persons who were present, requested him to desist 
from his purpose. But he replied, that he would 
either go to the other side of the river, or to hell. 
He therefore broke the lock and entered the boat: 
hut he had not gone far, when it upset. The spec- 
‘ators were so impressed that it was a judgment 
from God that they stood amazed, till it was too late 
to afford him any help. Thus he was launched into 
a boundless eternity, in the midst of his impiety. 
He did not go to the other side of the river; and 
whether he went to hell, as he said that he would, 
incase he did not go to the other side of the river, 
is known to that Being who called him to give up 
his account. 

Several young men in New-Hampshire went to 
the Merrimack river on the Sabbath, to bathe. Af- 
ter being in the water about an hour, they came on 
shore. One of them boasted that he had spent ma- 
ny Sabbaths in this way ; and said that he meant to 
spend many more. His companions were about to 
leave the river, and requested him to do it; but he 
refused, and said, that, at any rate, he would have 
another good swim. He then plunged into the 
nver, and although one of the best swimmers, sunk 








to the bottom, and was raised a corpse. His spirit 
had returned to God, to receive its irrevocable 
doom. 

Three young persons in Massachusetts, went out 
on the Sabbath, to amuse themselves by sailing ona 
mill-pond. The next day they were all tound at the 
bottom of the pond, dead. 

A young man in New-Hampshire, who had often 
profaned the Sabbath by bathing in the water, one 
Sabbath boasted that he had bathed that day in two 
ponds, and that he would yet bathe in another. At 
evening he was found at the bottom of the pond, and 
carried home a corpse. 

By records which have been kept in a particular 
place near one of our large rivers, it appears that 
more than twice as many have been drowned there 
on the Sabbath, as on any other day of the week ; 
and those who were thus drowned, were cut off as 
ina moment, while breaking the command of God. 

Several lads in Massachusetts went out in a boat, 
on the Sabbath, for amusement. A tvthing-man 
saw them, and ordered them to come on shore ; but 
they treated his orders with contempt; and while 
making efforts to get out of his reach they over- 
turned their boat, and found themselves at the bar 
ot God. 

A pious minister in his sermon, once spoke of the 
man in the eamp of Israel, who was stoned to death 
for gathering sticks upon the Sabbath. A thought- 
less man present was offended; and to show his 
contempt, left the house, and began to gather up 
sticks, When the congregation came out they 
found the man dead, with the bundle of sticks in his 
arms. 

The Sabbath-breaker is exposed continually to 
instant death. And he is exposed to everlasting 
destruction in hell. He must repent and forsake 
his sins, or he must perish for ever. 

My friend, you are in the hands of that God, who 
hath commanded you to remember the Sabbath- 
day, to keep it holy. You are breaking his com- 
mand, And yet without him, you cannot draw a 
single breath. He can easily destroy you; and if 
you continue to profane the Sabbath, he will do it. 
He that being often reproved, and hardeneth his 
neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without 
remedy. 

Nore.—It is not to be supposed that those who 
were cut off, while breaking God’s command, were 
greater sinners than many who are spared. Yet as 
they were exposed to sudden death, they ought to 
have been engaged in an employment which would 
have fitted them for heaven. Were they engaged 
in such an employment? What time had they to 
repent, or obtain pardon? And where can the per- 
son go, who persists in transgression tll God cuts 
him off, but to the world of wo. 

Anpover: Printed for the New-England 
Tract Society, by Flagg and Gould. 1821. 
[2d. edit. 6,000. } 

REMARKS. 

The above “ Address” brings to our recollection 
an anecdote, as tollows—A captain of a German 
packet, bound to England, was accosted by a pas- 
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senger on board his vessel, with the remark, that the 
lite of a seafaring man was a very precarious one ; 
adding, I wonder that people can be found, who 
will continually expose themselves to the mercy of 
this treacherous element. Pray, captain, said he, 
how long have you followed the sea for a living ? 

Since I was twelve years old, replied the captain. 
[ was brought up a sailor by my father, who also 
sailed a packet to England. 

liow came your father to go to sea, captain ? 

Why, he sailed a packet with my grandfather. 

Is your father and grandfather living, captain ? 

No! They both are dead, 

Where did your grandfather die, captain ? 

My grandfather was cast away on the English 


coast, and perished. 


ANOTHER INVENTION. 

A Circucakr, bearing the signatures of the (Rey 
Samuel H. Cox, John Knox, and Zechariah Rees 
as a Committee, has appeared, addressed “ To min. 
isters cf the gospel, managers of auxiliary societis % 
and other friends ef the missionary cause.” TT), 
state, that “ their treasury is exhausted! and th. 
Board are Iargely in advance,” &c. They conely¢, 
as follows—“In the conclusion we respectfully pp. 
quest that ministers of the gospel would read t} . 
paper to their respective congregations, and make , 
collection for the object—that they and their peo, le 
would pray for us at their monthly concert megs. 
ings—that they would endeavour to procure sy). 
scribers for the .dmerican Missionary Register, 4») 
to inspire and maintain @ missionary zeal withjy 


the circles of their influence,—and finally, that each 
one w@uld feel and assert the privilege of doiny 
something. Thus may much, very much good | 
most easily accomplished; and the reaction o/ 
cheerful goving, to such an object and from a prope: 
motive, will render the habit easy, the character 
noble, and the gracious reward a far more exces. 
ing and eternal weight of glory. No donation » 
be slighted because of its smallness 3 and let thow 
that are made be forwarded as soon as practicable t 
Mr. Zechariah Lewis, our Treasurer and Domest 
Secretary, No 38 Broad-street, New-York.” 

Friend Cox has much talent for missionary hee 
ging! He has a peculiar facility of associating 
ideas, and promising future and large interest {0 
the principal of the money he coaxes out of | 
good pious folks. When he preached his begging 
sermon to give a benefit to the new Presbyterian 
Church in Elizabeth-street, vide, the Bowery, by 
had the address, all at once, to convert the Churc 
into a “ Saving’s Bank,” the interest to be paid wr 
heaven! 

There is something, after all, in favour of friend 
Cox, as cashierto his Bank. Our city Banks would 
look rather blank at the man who should make 
small deposits, and expect large returns. But friend 
Cox is more generous and bountiful. He will re- 
fuse no deposit on account of its “ smallness” 
And he promises “ a gracious reward,—a far mor 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” He does 
qualify a little, by the way, when he talks of render- 
ing the habit easy! A knowledge of human natwe 
is equal toa small farm. Friend Cox must have 
learned of Messrs. Mills and Schermerhorn, the 
mous missionary beggars who visited Mr. Taylor, o! 
Kentucky, [See Gos. Her. vol. 1. p. 192.] and 
told him, (Mr. T.,) “that if he would only stir uj 
the people to missions and Bible Society matters 
he would find a great change in money affairs in fa- 
vour of the preachers ; urging by questions like this 
Do you not know, that when the springs are onc 
opened they will always run ?”—Small sums wi! 
open the springs! When the habit becomes as, 
large sums will float down the current. 

Friend Cox, in his Circular, asks, “ Shall I lose 
any opportunity of being a co-agent with God him- 
self.” ? &e. As friend Cox is agent, we hope bh 
will show his credentials, and satisfy us and the pub 


And your father, captain, what became of him ? 

My father lost his life also at sea; the vessel, 
which he was on board, foundered. 

Is it possible, captain, that with the fate of your 
grandfather and father, both staring you in the face, 
and admomshing you, that you will have the pre- 
sumption to go to sea? 

Friend, said the captain, is your grandfather and 
father living ? 

No, said the passenger, both of them are dead. 

Where did your grandfather die ? 

My grandfather, said the passenger, died in his 
bed ; where should a man die! 

And your father, where did he die ? 

My father died in his bed also. 

“Ts it possible,” friend, said the captain, “ that 
with the fate of your grandfather and father, both 
staring you in the face, and admonishing you, that 
vou will have the presumption to go to” bed ? 

The above “ Address” mentions 13 instances of 
persons dying on the Sabbath, so called, because 
they were wicked, Kc. in not going to church. Now 
we can recollect of a number of instances of men 
dying in church, and while returning from church !!! 

We are altogether in favour of a decent and pro- 
per observance of the first day of the week, asa 
suitable time for public worship. We do not, how- 
ever, consider it more holy than any other day. We 
say with Paul, Col. ii. 16, 17, “ Let no man, there- 
fore, judge you in meat or in drink, or in respect of 
an holy-day, or of the new moon, or of the Sabbath- 
days : which are a shadow of things to come; but 
the body is of Christ.” 

Let these Tract writers, and their compeers, who 
continually have an eye to the cash, in all they do, 
remember, that the Scriptures declare, “The sev- 
enth day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God, in it 
This command was never 
Dispute this 


thou shalt not,” &c. 
made obligatory upon the Gentiles. 
who can! 

For ourselves, we are not solicitous about the 
time, nor manner of our death. We commit, in 
humble confidence, our soul and body to the keep- 
ing of our Redeemer, in full assurance, that he will 
do all things well. 

—= 

“ Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven.” Scripture. 
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jic, too, that he is duly authorized to sell his eternal 
clory for prompt payment of the cash!!! 

Note.—We are credibly informed, that SOAP- 
FAT AND ASHES,” will be taken in payment!!! 
Now we do not wish to treat a serious subject with 
levity ; but we do say, that we think a little grease 
will be necessary to make all friend Cox’s plans slip 
into successful operation. ((7?Frend Cox says, 
« The Lord God of the holy apostles owns our en- 
terprise.” Can friend Cox prove this? We think 
yot. The Lord God, speaking by his Son, (Luke 
xx. 49—47.) “in the audience ot all the people, he 
said unto his disciples, Beware of the scribes, which 
desire to walk in long robes, and love greetings in 
the markets, and the highest seats in the synagogues, 
and the chief rooms at feasts: which devour widows’ 
houses, and for a show make long prayers: the same 
shall receive greater damnation.” 

—__ 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Sir—The 35th verse of chapter xx. ot the Gospel 
by Luke, appears to me to prove the reverse of the 
doctrine which you espouse: viz. The uncondi- 
tional salvation of all men. I therefore hope that 
you will give your opinion on the import of that 
verse and its connexion, in the Gospel Herald, and 
you wil much oblige 

In Inquirer after the Truth. 
REMARKS. 

We see nothing in the passage or connexion to 
disprove the doctrine of the unconditional salvation 
of all men. See ver. 37. “ Now that the dead are 
raised, even Moses shewed at the first, when he 
called the Lord the God of Abraham, and the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” Ver. 38. “ For he 
is not a God of the dead, but of the living; for all 
live unto him.” Our correspondent must admit 
that all nen will be the reeipients of a resurrection 
to life. (See 1 Cor. xv.) If he will prove that any 
of the human race will not be raised and made alive 
in Christ, we shall readily concede that our doctrine 
is false. “ For be [God,] is not a God of the dead, 
but of the living ; for all [not a part] live unto 
him.” 

Our opinion of the verse in question is as fol- 
lows—the Sadducees denied that there is any resur- 
rection. Christ speaks of the first resurrection. 
The children of this world, awwos, age, marry, &c. 
But they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain 
that world, age, &c. neither marry, &c. See Rev. 
xx. 6. “ Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the 
frst resurrection.” The resurrection spoken of by 
Paul, 1 Cor. xv. is the last. It is the knowledge of 
God, in this gospel age, that we have risen with 
Christ, the head of every man, and that, in Christ, 
“there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
bond nor free, there is neither male nor female : for 
ye are all one in Christ Jesus.” Gal. iii. 28. In 
the fashion of marriage, two are one! But in the 
resurrection of man in Chiist, all are one! The 
Sadducees evidently introduced the circumstance of 
the woman and her seven husbands, to embarrass 
Christ. Whose wife sivall she be ? Every distine- 
ton is swallowed up in the family of God. “ One 





is your Father who is in heaven, and all ye are 
brethren.” The Sadducees were ignorant of this. 
—~<>—. 
From the N. Y. Chris. Her. & Seaman’s Mag. 
ANECDOTE, 
Related at a meeting of the New-York Marine 
Bible Society. 

On board the flag ship of a celebrated comman- 
der, a complaint was made by the captain against a 
number of the crew, if I recollect right, nearly two 
hundred, for disturbing the ship’s company by fre- 
quent noises. The admiral ordered an inquiry to 
be made, and appointed a day for hearing. The 
accusation was, that these men were Methodists, 
and that when their watch was below, they were 
in the constant habit of reading the Bible to each 
other aloud; of frequent joining in social prayer, 
and singing of psalms and hymns. After the state- 
ment had been made and proved, the admiral asked, 
“What is the general conduct of these men on 
deck—orderly or disobedient, cleanly or the con- 
trary?” “Always orderly, obedient, and cleanly,” 
was the reply. “When the watch was called, do 
they linger, or are they ready?” “Always ready at 
the first call.” “You have been in battle, Sir; do 
they stand to their guns, or shrink?” “They are 
the most intrepid men in the ship, my lord, and will 
die at their post.” ~ “Let them alone, then,” was 
the deeisive answer of this magnanimous comman- 
der; “ifthe Methodists are such men, I wish all my 
crew were Methodists.” 

[This intrepidity in fighting, among such zealous 
professors, may relish very well with an admiral of 
what has been not unappropriately denominated 
“floating hells ;” but to a truly Christian mind, it 
must be a painful reflection to see such a killing 
spirit held as a commendable quality. If Bible So- 
cieties wish to inculcate such a religion, it would be 
as well for mankind, and better for the cause of 
Christ, if they had never had an existence; for 
whatever such fighting men may profess, they are 
more fit to be called deists or atheists, than the fol- 
lowers of a meek and lowly Saviour. ] 

Phil. Reformer. 
—-—. 

The following remarks are selected from an article 
in the London Evangelical Magazine, on “ So- 
cial Prayer.” 

“ Long prayers are generally felt to be tiresome 
Even persons of much spirituality of mind have 
wearied their fellow worshippers by the extreme 
length of time they have occupied. This evil might 
be easily remedied. But, without regarding the 
feelings of others, or the short time the meeting 
will continue, some persons spend from twenty to 
forty minutes in what they call prayer, whose actual 
supplications, if expressed in plain language, might 
be deliberately uttered in five minutes. But it seems 
they have a form, which they are resolved to re- 
peat, and they do it as mechanically as a papist 
counts his beads. 

“ No sight is more odious than that of a man vain 
of his abilities, endeavouring to display them in ad- 
dresses to God, with a view to gain applause”’.— 
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* When we hear a guilty apostate mortal addressing 
his offended and tmyjured Maker, in a supplicatory 
harangue of swelling words, who can resist the con- 
viction, that he is insensible of his real state, and is 
seeking to gain the admiration of man' 

“ Between prayer, merely formal, and the total 
neglect of it, the moral difference ts not so great as 
some may imagine; unless it be that the former ts 
the greater sim. Formal prayer is worthless in it- 
self; it brings the worship of God into contempt— 
hardens the heart—and above all, is a taking of the 
name of God in vain. 

—~— 
SPIRIT OF PERSECUTION. 


Jn our opinron, (and we think it is the doctrine of 


the Scriptures,) the spirit of persecution is the spirit 
of the devil. We contidently hdpe, that no profes- 
sed believer in 
hold his helping hand and sympathizing tear, when 
his bitterest foe is in the trammels of mistortune, 
The doctrine of their 


God’s universal love, would with- 


and deluged with trouble. 
religious opponents, which they believe to be per- 
nicious error, and not their persons, is the object 
of their dislike. It is their duty to rejoice at the 
prosperity, and lament the misfortunes, of their 
foes. 

We were induced to make the above remarks, 
having received a letter from our friend, and bro- 
ther in the faith, Mr. A.— U.—, who resides in the 
western part of this State, communicating certain 
transactions, disgraceful to the party with whom he 
was concerned. It appears that Mr. U. engaged to 
teach a school, and made arrangements, which were 
prejudicial to him in consequence of the failure on 
the part of others, to fulfil their contract. The In- 
spectors, learning that he believed in “ the restitution 
of all things,” would not employ him, although they 
eonfessed they could find no objection to his “ learn- 
ing or capacity.” 

Such conduct is dishonourable and wicked. To 
encourage expectation, and induce a man to leave 
his tow and occupation, incur expenses and trouble, 
and then violate the engagement, because the party 
dared to think and believe for himseli, is not com- 
patible with common honesty. 

Mr. U. mentions an interview he had with a Bap- 
tist preacher. That afterward, this preacher fre- 
quently, in his sermons, belaboured Universalism. 
But on being favoured with opportunities to dis- 
prove the doctrine, if he was able, by replying to one 
who should be privileged to advocate it, he backed 
out! The pul- 
pit is the castle, and the courage of the warrior is 
confined within its ramparts. 

—j— 
Hudson, Feb. 14, 1823. 

Br. Fitz—Feeling an interest in the cause of the 
Redeemer, J am induced to transmit you the follow- 
ing new method of obtaining converts to the doc- 
trine of John Calvin. 

Your’s in friendship, 
CHRISTIANITY IMPROVING. 

There transpired, in this city, a few evenings 

sunce. rather a disgusting scene. A member of the 


This has become very common. 


H. 





Presbyterian church, who is likewise 


a deacon, fee] 
ing exceeding godly, enjoined a task upon a gir} 
of colour, about twelve vears of age, of whi; h she 
was, perhaps, totally ignorant as to the Spiritual 
benefit; or in other words, she was what the orth 
dox call unregenerate. The thing required was, 


She not feeling with the same spiyj; 


co to prayer. 
of her master, declined; he accompanied his coy 
Oy 


heavenly disciple of the meek and lowly Jes 


mands with threats, the temale still refused, 
finding commands and threats unavailing, fo] 
(not) the example of Christ, in—whtpping hi 
that humble position. HENRY, 
—_— om 
ANECDOTE. 
A zealous Calvinist, in preaching from the 2; 
verse of the 73d Psalm, introduced his subjacr 
observing, that holy David was a bright era 
what every Christian on earth ought fo be. 1, 
David was afflicted and troubled like all other, 
ren of God, and that his righteous soul wa 
vered and plagued, when he beheld the py 
of the wicked, and he would have envied t! 
ation and murmured against God, had he 
made acquainted with their final end. But 
he saw them standing on slippery places, just 
to plunge into the lake of fire and brimstone, which 
flamed below, he was satisfied, and willing t 
dure a few more sorrows. The preacher t 
brethren, they must take comfort and doub! 
patience ; for all the blessings which: God bes 
on the wicked, were but curses tn disguise, desicued 
to dazzle their eyes with the prospect of good, 1 
suddenly, there would break from beneath them 
volcanic eruption, and swallow theni alive int 
pains of hell for ever. Now, said the preacher, dev 
brethren, we are no better by nature than the wick- 
ed, and this moment as much deserve to be dam: 
O what a wonder! what a wonder it is thataG 
of infinite wisdom, infinite goodness, and ini 
power, should save one such hell deserving cv 
ture! And what a miracle of miracles it will 
when our God saves all the righteous!! 
—>—_- 
NOTICE 

Is hereby given, that the “ Second Society of 
United Christian in the city of New 
York, are incorporated according to law. D 


‘riends” 


tions will be thankfully received by the Trustees.‘ 
aid in the erection of a House for public wors)iy 
All persons, therefore, who are disposed to len? 
their aid, will have an opportunity to subscribe. 
—~—>—-- 
NOTICE. 

The * Society for the Investigation and Establishment © 
Gospel Truth,” will meet at Mr. Tolerton’s Academy, \* 
Chrystie-street, every Friday Evening, at hall-past 
e’clock. 
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